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FROM
THE
EDITOR ...
This issue of the journal focuses on two topics that should be of extreme interest to our
readers, the new definition of reading which was recently adopted by MRA's Board of
Directors and microcomputers and reading. The new definition should be of particular
importance to everyone in our organization, because it not only represents the most current views on reading, but it also has significant implications for instruction, evaluation,
professional development, and policy making. Taffy E. Raphael and James R. Gavelek in
their article, "Successful Reading Instruction: Orchestrating the Learning Environment"
provide an excellent framework for understanding the new definition and its relationship
to the instructional process. In fact, their focus goes beyond the typical explanation of
what happens during reading to include external and contextual factors.
This issue also contains a special section on microcomputers and reading. This is the
first of what I hope will be several special articles addressing various aspects of
microcomputers and reading. The first article on this topic is by Don Nix who is from
IBM's Watson Research Center. Don is one of the rare individuals who not only knows a
great deal about computers, that should go without saying, but is also very
knowledgeable about the reading process. In fact, Don is working on a reading program
that is based on a more interactive model of reading. In his article "A Need for
Computer-Based-Instruction Literacy: Some Questions to Ask About Micro Computer
Reading Materials" he provides the reader with five major categories to consider when
examining microcomputer software. The second article is by Ruth Fitzgerald who also
gives some very useful advice about the selection of software. The final article in this
series is by Aaron Stander who provides suggestions for using the wordprocessor to teach
composition.
The two remaining articles, while different in their focus, deal with two equally important
topics. Paula Lawrence and Barbara Simmons discuss how the language experience approach can be used to teach art and reading while Ann Shea Bayer provides us with an interesting analysis of how readers feel about their reading experiences. Her students provide some interesting comments on how reading instruction has affected them.
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